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broke, acknowledging ‘‘extreme care-
lessness” while denying ‘‘gross neg-
ligence,” which by definition are one
and the same.

Then, incredibly, Mr. Comey said
that there was no need for prosecution.
Therefore, the choice not to apply the
law equally to Hillary Clinton is not
only a major blow to public confidence
and the rule of law and equal treat-
ment under the law, it also suggests
that the rule of law has become noth-
ing more than a word game. It con-
firms everything that we hate about
the current state of politics in our
country.

The FBI basically just wasted mil-
lions of dollars to confirm that every-
thing Secretary Clinton has been tell-
ing the American people is nothing but
a bunch of lies, and it doesn’t matter.

However, it has mattered greatly to
far less powerful Americans in similar
circumstances who have had their ca-
reers and their lives destroyed. Public
servants and military servicemembers
who are not in positions to hold private
meetings with the Attorney General,
as Mrs. Clinton’s husband did just days
before this decision, have been jailed,
fined, and lost their jobs and their se-
curity clearances.

We may never know just how much
damage was caused by Clinton’s callous
disregard for the law and our national
security secrets. Were informants
killed? Were they lost or compromised
due to her negligence?

Do foreign intelligence services now
retain tens of thousands of emails from
her private, unsecured servers that can
now be used against the United States
or against her to the detriment of the
United States of America?

We have an absolute duty to find out.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind Members to refrain
from engaging in personalities toward
a presumptive nominee for the Office of
President.

URGING CONGRESS TO FUND ZIKA
ERADICATION EFFORTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with a strong sense of
urgency for this Congress to pass legis-
lation that will fund Zika response ef-
forts. It has been 20 days since this
House adopted the conference report to
include $1.1 billion of funding to com-
bat the Zika virus.

While I still fully support the admin-
istration’s request for $1.9 billion, this
House-passed measure is a step in the
right direction. I implore my col-
leagues in the Senate to unite and pro-
vide funding to eradicate a disease that
could devastate our communities, espe-
cially young mothers and their infants.
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Mr. Speaker, I am honored to rep-
resent the southernmost district in the
United States that spans from Miami
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to Key West. We have a vibrant com-
munity and an economy based off trade
and tourism. But we are also ground
zero for the Zika virus, with over 239
cases in Florida, 75 of those being in
Miami-Dade County. Just yesterday,
the Florida Department of Health an-
nounced six new travel-related cases of
Zika.

I have consistently advocated for full
funding at the administration’s request
to stop the spread of Zika and will con-
tinue to work with my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to get this done.
But in the meantime, I strongly en-
courage the Senate to adopt the Zika
conference report and provide our
healthcare officials with the resources
they need to fight this dangerous virus.

PROMOTING TPP AND PROTECTING AMERICAN
JOBS

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, the issue of trade has been much
discussed in the current political sea-
son. Candidates all across the political
spectrum are twisting the facts and
telling half-truths in an effort to con-
fuse the American people.

The reality is that trade has afforded
American workers and businesses the
opportunity to sell the products they
make all over the world, and it has re-
duced the cost of goods for all Amer-
ican consumers. Trade has lifted mil-
lions out of poverty and has contrib-
uted to the proliferation of American
values and the advancement of our in-
terests. South Florida being the gate-
way to the Americas, our community
knows the many benefits of robust
trade policies.

However, free trade must also be fair
trade, and American workers and com-
panies should not be at an unfair dis-
advantage. Many citizens have con-
tacted my office complaining about
Chinese practices that do not allow
Americans to compete. But even strong
U.S. allies are guilty of such practices.
An example is Australia’s Personal
Property Securities Act.

Because of this law, U.S. companies
that lease assets in Australia are at
peril of losing them. This notion is con-
trary to the elemental right to own
and conduct international business as
well as the fundamental right to due
process and equal treatment, both of
which are key principles of justice in
virtually all nations in the Western
world. At least one Florida company
has been aggrieved by this law, and it
is important we discuss these issues
while we finalize trade negotiations.

Those of us who believe the Trans-
Pacific Partnership has the potential
to be a powerful policy instrument that
will benefit America’s economy and in-
crease our influence in the world also
hope that it will level the playing field
for American workers and entre-
preneurs and address the policies and
practices that give trade a bad name. I
look forward to following this issue
very closely as negotiations continue.

July 13, 2016

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 2 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Malcolm J. Byrd, Jackson
Memorial AME Zion Church, Hemp-
stead, New York, offered the following
prayer:

O God, Thou in whom we live and
move and have our being, God of our
weary years and God of our silent
tears, Thou who hath spangled the
heavens with Thy glory, descend now,
we pray, upon the United States of
America.

Grant unto our Nation the gifts of
truth and justice. Imbue our Nation
and its leaders with wisdom and cour-
age to speak truth to power in love,
even if that power happens to be them-
selves.

Grant unto them Thy grace that You
extend to all, not based upon socio-
political status, but upon Thy omni-
presence. As You are present from sea
to shining sea, be Thou our guide as we
are caused to traverse through our re-
spective districts, engendering hope in
oft hopeless situations.

Our hope and trust, O God, is in Thee.
We channel in the midst of our various
strivings the words of Joseph Charles
Price: It matters not how dark the
night, we believe in the coming of
morning. May our Nation be filled with
Thy grace and heavenly benediction
this day and forever more. In Thy great
and splendid name we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. LANGEVIN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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